. complete with an uncalibrated population axis. Rising sea levels submerged ca. 1 million k m 2 of central Beringia by 10 000 years ago. West suggests that dislocations associated with this event lad to the first significant population of eastern Beringia only after 12 000 years ago, as well as to the severing of COIIlKCtiOllS between eastern and western Beringia. The eastern Beringiam held out in isolated patches of upland steppe tundra until postglacial warming elimianad their econiche by ca. 7000 B.P., whereupon they passed from the scene with minimat contribution to later cultures of the area. Abetted by another unlabelled population graph (Fig. 38) , West makes the doubtful assertion that the early Holocene human population of interior Alaska was greater than at any later time. Indeed, while a number of authors have invoked the impact of population dislocation associated with rising sea levels in final Pleistocene times, we must admit that in Beringia this remains undemonstrated. While the thin factual base is easy to criticize, there is much in West's argument that is plausible and provocative. This is also true of his discussion of the relationships between Beringian prehistory and the southward movement of Clovis culture, which he sees as the first proven human occupation of southern North America. 
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